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MEDICAL. 
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The Hiffory of a fingular and very mortal Difeafe, which lately 
made its Appearance in Medfield—Symptoms of the Diforder— 
Its Progre/s and Termination—Appearances on Diffeétion—The 
different Methods of Treatment, and what eventually proved 
fuccefsful: communicated by Doéfors LL. DaNnrELson and E. 
Mann, attendant Phyficians on the Sick. 


DRe ADAMS, 


In conformity to the demand which fociety has on 
the united exertions of all, to ameliorate the condition and 
alleviate the diftrefies of humanity, the underfigned think 
proper to fubmit the following hiftory of faéts, relating to the 
difeafe which lately made its appearance in Medfield, with 
the methodus medendi [method of treatment] proceeded on in 
each cafe; giving in detail the confequences which followed, 
and leaving it with the fpeculative inquirer to draw his own 
conclufions relative to the nature and origin of the diforder. 
The fimilarity of fymptoms in nine cafes which proved fatal, 
all between the 8th and 31ft of March, has been fo great, as 
to render a particular detail of each unneceflary ; we ‘hall, 
therefore, give only a concife hiftory of the mode of attack, 
and progrefs of the fymptoms, generally. 


Without any apparent predifpofition, the patient is fuddenly 


taken with violent pain in the head and ftomach, fucceeded © 


by cold chills, and followed by naufea and puking; matter 
difcharged from the ftomach of no unufual or morbid appear- 
ance ; refpiration fhort and laborious, tongue a little white 
toward the root, and moift; velocity of the blood increafed, 
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66 MEDICAL. 


with a very fenfible diminution of momentum in the radical, 
while in the caroted arteries it was much augmented; and in 
a child of 15 months old, a very violent pulfation was difcov- 
ered, at the fontanel [opening of the head;] the eyes have a 
wild vacant ftare, without much if any appearance of inflam- 
mation ; the heat of the {kin foon becomes much increafed, 
yet the fkin is not remarkably dry: thefe fymptoms are ac- 
companied by a peculiar fearfulnefs, as if in danger of falling 
from the bed or nurfe’s arms, and continue from fix to nine 
hours, when coma [fuppreflion of fenfe and voluntary motion] 
commences, with increafing debility ; extremities become cold ; 
livid {pots, refembling petechiz [purple fpots which appear in 
the latt {tages of certain fevers, ] appear under the fkin, on the 
face, neck, and extremities; pulfe fmall, irregular, and un- 
equal ; foafms occur at imtervals, which increafe in violence 
and frequency in proportion as the force of the circulation 
decreafes ; at this time the eyes appear glafly, and the fize of 
the pupil varies fuddenly, from almoit wholly obliterating the 
iris, down to the fize of a millet feed, and then again as fud- 
denly dilating. ‘Thefe fymptoms feem to-mark the fecond 
period of the difeafe, and continue from three to five hours. 
The third and laft ftage is diftinguifhed by a total lofs of 
pulfation at the wrifts; livid appearances become more gen- 
eral; fpafms more violent; coma more profound; death ! 


‘The patient has in general continued in the laft {tage from fix 
to twelve hours. 


In the treatment, different methods were ufed. At firft it 
was thought advifable to evacuate the ftomach and bowels, 
and to exhibit bark and wine as {peedily and freely as poffible. 
‘This mode was followed in the three firft cafes that received 
medical advice,* in all which it was found ineffectual: the 
patients {eemed invariably to fink fafter after each evacuation, 
and the {timulating powers of the bark and wine were found 
to be either too feeble or too flow in aétion to produce any 
good effect. 

Cafe 5.—In this cafe the attack was more gradual, and* the 
fymptoms more mild, than any which preceded or followed it. 
Convinced not only of the inefticacy but of the abfolute injury 
of evacuations, in thofe cafes which had gone before, it was 
determined to lofe no time in exhibiting evacuants, but to 
commence the {timulating procefs immediately : accordingly 
the child (aged 3 years) was directed to get cal. 3 grs. gum 
4 + gre mixed, once every three hours; bark and wine in 
as large quantities as the ftomach would bear. This method 


* The fir fubje@ was in the pangs of death when firft feen. 
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was followed for feveral days, until fhe had taken an hundred 
grains of calomel. Notwithftanding the liberality with which 
the medicine was introduced, the mouth was not affected, nor 
any purging produced. ‘I'he extremities were bliftered large- 
ly; and the child was frequently immerfed in a warm decoc- ¥ 
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tion of white oak bark, for ten or fifteen minutes. ‘The length 


of time which this child continued gave us fome hope of re- 
covery, as her life was prolonged eleven days from the attack, 
when fhe failed in the fame manner as the others had done. 
Whether it was owing to the mildnefs of the attack, the pe- 
culiarity of conftitution, or the herculean treatment employed 
in this cafe, which prolonged her exiftence, we cannot deter- 
mine ; this however is certain, that the 6th cafe, a child of 
two years old, of a robuft and healthy conftitution, failed in 
¥ twenty-fix hours, under the fame mode of treatment. 

In the 7th cafe, affufion of cold water was added to the 
above treatment, with a like want of fuccefs, as the child lived 
only twenty-feven hours from the acceffion of the difeafe. In 

a the two following it was thought advifable to aflift the nat- 
ural efforts to puke with an infufion of camomile flowers, and 
to difcharge the contents of the rectum by a clyfter ; after 
which turp. min. zth. ammon. mufk, bliftering the whole 
head, embrocating the extremities with {pt. terebinth. fpt. fal 
am. tinc. canthar. mixed, were tried, and found alike un- 
availing. 

In the laft cafe, a child of 15 months old, on account of the 
very violent puifation difcovered at the fontanel, about an ounce 
a of blood was taken from the jugular vein; the effect was un- 
fortunate; the child feemed to fail fafter, even from this {mall 
depletion, and died within twelve hours from the attack. 

This laft mentioned cafe clofed the fatal fcene, yet did not 
leffen our fears, and gave ftrength to the alarm which had 
faftened on all, and which had gained fuch complete afcend- 
ency over every profpect of fucceis, that it would be impoffi- 
ble to defcribe the impreffions made on the minds of tender. 
parents and affectionate friends for the fafety of their children 
and connexions. 

Two days after this laft fatal cafe, we were called to vifit a 
female child aged 3 years and 4 months, which cafe was fo 
diftin¢étly marked that fcarcely a ray of hope exifted that the 
iffue would be favorable ; and all who had witneffed the effects 
of this terrific malady, viewed this child as it were in the 
article of death, her fymptoms being almoft as violent as any, 
and more fo than fome of the preceding cafes. As the means 
which we had hitherto ufed had uniformly failed us, we thought 
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ourfelves juftified in leaving them, and trufting wholly to Fow- 
ler’s mineral folution* and wine; accordingly the child got, in 
about three-fourths of an hour after the commencement of 
the difeafe, two drops of the folution in a table fpoon-full of 
wine, and in half an hour fhe ceafed complaining of pain, 
became more lively, and in fact the only remaining fymptoms 
of difeafe were a very {mall, quick, and irregular pulfe, accom- 
panied with a dull, heavy appearance of the eyes. After the 
exhibition of the medicine, the was directed to get one drop 
every two hours, and to take wine freely. This courfe was 
continued for eighteen hours fucceeding the attack, during 
which time the child feemed free from pain, and got a tolera- 
ble night’s reft. The fecond day—child evidently better, and 
had fome appetite; pulfe {till remarkably fmall, and had been, 
after a {mall evacuation from the bowels, quite imperceptible 
at the wrift; eyes itill dull; fame medicine, gradually dimin- 
ifhing in quantity, was continued for five days, at which time, 
and not before, had the pulfe regained a healthy ftandard, the 
eyes their ufual vivacity, and the patient was confidered out of 
danger, if not perfectly well. Since this we have had three 
or four other cafes, in all of which we have placed our whole 
reliance on the //ution, and are happy to have it in our power 
to fay, that, from a fimilar exhibition of this heroic medicine, all 
our patients have recovered. 


Examination by diffection was had on five bodies of patients 
dying of the above defcribed malady. 

The firft examination was made on a boy ten years old, 
feven hours after death, whofe cafe was ftrongly marked, ter- 
minating in twenty-two hours. On removing the cranium, 
and dividing the dura mater, there was difcharged, by eftima- 
tion, half an ounce of a ferus fluid. ‘The dura and pia mater 
in feveral places adhered together, and both to the fubftance 
of the brain. ‘The veins of the brain were uncommonly 
turgid with a fluid fimilar to that which was difcharged from 
between its membranes, and the fubftance of the brain itfelf 
remarkably foft, offering fcarcely any refiftance to the finger 
when thruft into it: the cerebellum alfo was found in the 
fame ftate. ‘The ftomach contained about fix ounces of a 
dark fluid refémbling coffee grounds, and its villous coat was 
nearly in a ftate of diffolution. ‘The lungs were rather darker 
than ufual; otherwife all the vifcera [bowels, &c.] both of the 
thorax and abdomen, were in a healthy ftate. 

‘The fecond examination was made twelve hours after death, 
on the body of a girl of five years old, of the fame family, and 


* A medicme well known to phyficians, aud one of the moft a€tive ia the 
Nidkc TU MehiCa. 
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fick at the fame time, and whofe cafe was alfo ftrongly marked. 
Between the dura and pia mater was eftufed a fluid refembling 
pus, both over the cerebrum and cerebellum, the veins of 
the brain turgid with blood, and the hemifpheres adhered 
together with confiderable ftrength. ‘Vhefe were the only 
morbid appearances within the cranium. ‘The appearance of 
the ftomach differed in nothing from that of the preceding 
cafe, only that the villous coat was not fo tender. ‘lhe abdo- 
minal and thoracic vifcera were apparently healthy. 

In the three other cafes that were examined, nothing pe- 
culiarly morbid was difcovered in any part of the fyftem, ex- 
cepting the veins and finufes of the brain were found remark 
ably turgid with a very dark colored blood. 


L. DANIELSON, 
Medfield, May, 1806. E. MANN. 
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Quack and Patent Medicines.—THE credulity of mankind in 
refpect of medicine is truly aftonifhing ; even thofe who are 
doubtful in other matters are very eafy dupes of every pre- 
tender to a fecret medicine. Many will neglect’ good advice, 
and run after an ignorant perfon who has a fecret medicine. 
There is a greater difference between a good phyfician and a 
felf-created one, who without knowledge undertakes every 
thing, than a good phyfician and none. He who advertifes a 
fecret or patent medicine is aiming for the money of the cred- 
ulous and ignorant, and when be has obtained it cares no more 
for them. Many worthlefs drugs are brought into ufe by the 
breath of impofture and the voice of credulity; or perhaps 
they may be taken juft before a favorable crifis, and fo eftab- 
lifh their unmerited fame ; for the drug not having killed the 
patient, (but only retarded the cure,) he knows from experi- 
ence that the medicine has cured him, and fo publifhes it in 
the news-papers. 

After people are convinced from their own experience of 
the futility of any quack or patent medicine, they give them- 
felves no further trouble about it, but leave it to their neigh- 
bors to make the fame inquiry, if they pleafe: this is what 
the quack wifhes, as he gains by the experiment; and when 
his fortune is made, he cares no more about the reputation of 
his drug: but if its character fhould be blafted before he has 
accomplifhed his object, he then metamorphofes his infallible 
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bitters into infallible pills, itch ointment, or fome thing elfe, (no 
matter what, to get money,) and founds their praifes in the 
news-papers ; and probably the ointment will finifh what the 
bitters began. The credulous read with pathos the pompous 
advertifements of unprincipled quacks— This medicine is a 
powerful one ; it will cure all kinds of difeafes incident to 
man}; it may be taken at all times, in all feafons, in all cli- 
mates, and by all perfons of all defcriptions, male or female, 
young or old, black or white; if the difeafe has arrived before 
it is taken it removes it, and if the difeafe is only on the road 
it prevents its arrival; it will cure the confumption, dropfy, 
and cancer, thofe dreadful difeafes, which baffle the {kill of 
the faculty ; it is fo wonderful in its operation that no perfon 
ought to be without it.” By fuch means money is taken from 
the pocket of the credulous. In fact, a patent medicine is an 
impudent burlefque on common fenfe, and the abfurd idea 
that there 1s {uch a thing as an univerfal medicine can only 
obtain credit with the weak and credulous. The exiftence of 
an univerfal remedy for the cure of all difeafes is impoifible, 
for there cannot be a remedy which will reftore tone to the 
fibres when they are relaxed, and alfo have the power of re- 
laxing them when they are too rigid. 

It is a melancholy truth, that many patent and other quack 
medicines acquire their ill-merited reputation by chance, and 
we are unable to come at the evidence of perhaps nine-tenths 
of thofe who have experienced their fa/a/ effects, and who are 
now no longer in a fituation to complain. The baneful effects 
of fuch medicines are not generally known, for it is only the 


extraordinary inflances of relief that are made public. There 


are various caufes from which the fame difeafes originate in 
different individuals ; for inftance, violent cholic pains may 
arife from flatulency, from inflammation of the inteftines, from 
rupture, from poifonous matters, &c.: thefe all require a dif- 
ferent treatment ; what would cure one might deftroy the 
other. The ableft phyfician is obliged to employ all his faga- 
city, fupported by experience, and even then is often under 
the neceflity of difcovering from the progrefs of the difeafe 
what he could not difcover otherwife by the minuteft re- 
fearches. If this is the cafe, how can it be expected that a 
quack, (male or female,) who knows nothing of the ftructure 
of the human body, or the laws by which it is governed, fhould 
be more fuccefsful, when the method of cure is either the im- 
pulfe of the moment or the effect of credulity. 


Nature.—The work of nature, both in the production and 
diffolution of matter, is carried on in the ftricteit economy ; 
nothing is produced in vain, and nothing confumed without a 
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caufe: the deftruction of forms and figures is a careful de- 
compofition in order to produce new fubftances All nature 
is united by indiffoluble ties: every thing exifts for the fake 
of another, and no one can exift without its neighbor; or in 
other words, all nature confifts in a circular chain of links, 
and it is difficult to tell where the firft link begins. Nature 
is our fureft guide, fhe teaches the rule of juft economy. 
Man is but a part of the whole of her great fyftem, and fhould 
cultivate an acquaintance with her laws, and his own conftitu- 
tion, and ought to choofe or reject according to the dictates 
of reafon, ever obferving nature’s example, and expend neither 
too much nor too little of her treafures. Men feldom go far 
wrong while they follow nature, but every deviation from her 
laws (in refpect to health) is attended with danger. If man 
could keep at a medium he would be perfect: he flies from 
one extreme to another, and is equally wrong in both. Young 
men are apt to be prodigal of nature’s treafures, and where 
their morals are neglected generally dafh into every vice, and 
by thefe means their lives are greatly fhortened. Many are 
indebted to tlieir parents and friends for their difeafes, occa- 
fioned by errors with regard to the quality and quantity of 
aliment : they did not obferve nature, but their own impulfe. 
Mankind, efpecially in populous towns, have degenerated in 
{ftrength, energy of mind, and in capacity of refifting the nox- 
lous agency of powers which affect them from without. The 
progreflive cultivation of the mind, with the refinements of 
habits and manners, are ever accompanied with a proportionate 
increafe of luxury. Nature is contented with little, but: luwx»- 
ury knows no bounds. In proportion as the refinements of 
luxury increafe in a nation, the number and variety of difeafes 
alfo increafe, and the more plain and fimple a people continue, 
(efpecially in diet and regimen,) the more they approximate 
to a {tate of nature, and are lefs affected by the caufes of dil- 
eafe. Every change of cuftom in civilized nations produces 
a change in difeafes, and of courfe calls for a change of rem- 
edies. Intemperance, indolence, idlenefs, fleeping in fmall 
apartments, uncleanlinefs, {tagnated foul air, damp clothing, 
tranfitions from hot to cold air, anger, &c. tend to difeafe. 
‘Temperance, moderate exercife, plain wholefome food, clean- 
linefs, pure air, early rifing in the morning, cheerfulnefs of 
mind, &c. tend to health, and to its prefervation. "Temper- 
ance and exercife are two excellent phyiicians. Intemperance 
diforders the whole animal economy. ‘Thetflave to appetite 
will ever be the difgrace of human nature. The epicure and 
the drunkard feldom ftop in their career until their money or 
conftitution fails. Nature delights in plain, fimple food; and 
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every animal follows her dictates except man, who riots at 
large, and ranfacks the whole creation in queft of luxuries, to 
his own deftruction. 


Cleanline/s—Nothing more contributes to health and its 
prefervation than cleanlinefs of perfon and appare]. Cleanli- 
nefs is an important virtue, and much difeafe may be avoided 
by attending firictly to ablution. The perfection of drefs is 
eafe and cleanlinefs: the want of due attention to cleanlinefs 
is the occafion of a variety of difeafes, as the itch, &c. &c. 
If uncieanlinefs does not give origin to peftilential fevers, it 
certainly helps to extend, circulate, and continue them, when 
once excited. ‘The effluvia of dirty cottages and dirty rooms 
are of like nature with peftilential vapors. Penury is gener- 
ally affociated with naftinefs, and often with indolence: it 
often happens that peftilential difeafes commence with the 
poorer clats of citizens, who are negligent of cleanlinefs ; and 
on the firft vifitation of the phyfician, are found in a fmall 
nafty bed-room, enveloped in dirty linen, &c. little lefs pleaf- 
ant than a lump of putrefa¢tion. 

In order to health houfes muft be kept clean, and no 
offenfive matter fhould ever be fuffered to remain. Farmers 
fhould remove every kind of manure from their houfes, for 
by neglecting fo to do they may be led to the dubious routine 
of phyfic, by their families being fickly in confequence of 
naftinefs. One blunder leads to another: the want of crops, 
(by neglecting his manure,) and hence failure in his income, 
drives him to mortgages, judgments, and executions. In fact, 
the foul habitations of many people are nurferies of peftilential 
dijeafes. ‘Truly uncleanlinefs is fo difagreeable in its nature, 
that it is ftrange any fhould be contented to harmonize with 
it: but there is a law in the animal economy, which accom- 
modates the mind of man to all the natural evils to which he, 
in the common order of things, is expofed. 

The body ought to be kept perfectly clean, by frequent 
changing the linen, and by frequent wafhings ; by thefe 
means much filth and perfpirable matter, which adheres to 
the fkin, will be removed: the whole fyftem is refrefhed and 
invigorated by this practice. Thefe wafhings may be by im- 
merfion of the whole body in warm water, or with a fingle 
bowl of water, rubbing the body with a {ponge a few minutes. 
On the whole, whoever would live to old age muft keep him- 
felf clean, muft avoid anger and exceflive fatigue, and muft 
be good humored, cheerful, indultrious, and contemplate new 
objects. 

G——. 


May, 1806. 
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4 
Objervations on the raifing of Potatoes ; communicated in a Letter, 
by Lieut. BezaLerL, LAWRENCE, 


DR. ADAMS, 


SHOULD you think the following method of raifing 
potatoes would be more ufeful than thofe now generally ufed, 
and that it will tend to fubferve the interefts of agriculture, 
you are at liberty to publifh it. 


The value of potatoes was but little underftood by our an- 
ceftors. My grandfather, fince my remembrance, obierved 
that he raifed, in one year, fix buthels of potatoes, but found 
fo little ufe for them during the fall and winter, that he threw 
away one half of them in the fpring. ‘They are now, how- 
ever, fo highly efteemed, that it is not uncommon for a farmer 
to raife from two to three hundred bufbels ina year. To 
afcertain, therefore, the beft method of raifing them, as it 
refpects both the quantity and quality, will not, it is prefumed, 
be thought unimportant. 

The method by which I was taught to raife them, and which 
I believe is now generally practifed, was, to plough the ground 
very deep, make deep furrows, clear out thofe furrows with a 
hoe, fo as to receive a large fhovel full of manure; then to 
plant them upon the manure, and cover them very deep with 
earth. After they had come up, I was taught to plough deep 
between the rows, and hoe the earth round them, {fo as to 
make large and high hills. 

From the following faéts and obfervations I am fully con- 
vinced the above method is wrong :— 

About ten years paft, I ploughed a piece of wettifh land, 
covered with imall bufhes, for the purpofe of fubduing them. 
Owing to the roots of the bufhes I was unable to plough deep, 
or make deep furrows. The manure was put on the top of 
the furrows, the potatoes placed upon that, and earth carted 
to cover them, whereby they were but thinly covered with 
earth. After they had come up, they were hoed three times 
before they bloffomed, the earth each time loofened from the 
roots, and replaced by a little frefh earth, but not fo as to 
make the hills deep or large. In the fall, after the froft had 
bitten the tops, but not killed the roots, they were pulled with 
eafe, not being deep in the ground, and {hook between the 
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rows, where they remained in the fun twe or three hours: 
they were then carried into the cellar, and, not expecting 
them to be fo good as fome I had raifed in the common way, 
intended only for the ufe of the cattle: but the family, not 
knowing this circumftance, ufed them a number of times to 
eat, and finding them remarkably {weet, mealy, and palatable, 
led me to an inquiry into the caufe: being unable to account 
for this in any other way than their not having been planted 
and covered deep in the earth, I was determined the next year 
to try the experiment, which I did in the following manner. 

A part of my potatoes were planted as ufual, and a part 
were planted near the top of the ground, covered but thinly, 
and afterwards hoed {fo as not to make large or high hills. In 
the fall, thefe potatoes planted and.cultivated in the manner 
laft mentioned, were far more {weet and palatable than the 
others. 

Since that time I have planted and cultivated my potatoes 
by the following rules :— 

1. Plough the ground but a few days before the potatoes 
are planted, becauife otherwife it will fettle and become hard. 

2. Furrow the ground four feet apart each way, and that 
only, where the land is moift, for the purpofe of making a 
mark where to place the manure for each hill. 

8. Ifthe land be moift, the manure fhould be of a light or 
ftrawy kind; if dry, it fhould be finer, or of a moifter nature, 
and the furrows a little deeper. 

4. After the manure is placed, drop the potatoes on it, 
covering them thinly, and taking care that no rocks or fods 
be placed on them, but to place them near the potatoes, for 
the purpofe of letting in the air. 

5. Soon after the fprouts fhoot through the ground, plough 
between the rows with a horfe, as near the roots as poflible, 
clear out all the weeds from the potatoes, and add a {mall 
quantity of frefh earth to the roots. 

6. At the fecond ploughing, plough the other way of the 
rows from the firft, and in all other refpects proceed as before. 

7. At the third ploughing, (which fhould be before they 
bloffom, otherwife there will be a new fet of {prangles, which 
will caufe the growth of a large number of {mall potatoes,) 
proceed as before, clearing out the weeds, and placing a little 
frefh earth round the roots, making the hill flattifh, but not 
high ; in this way {mall fhowers, and even a common dew, 
will afford nourifhment, and increafe their growth, and as it 
keeps the earth light and clear of weeds, the air and the rays 
of the fun will eafily penetrate to the roots, and render them 
znore fweet and mealy. 
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8. In the fall, before the roots are dead, they fhould be 
dug, fhook between the rows, and remain two or three hours 
in the fun, (for potatoes fhould be dug in fair weather,) then 
carried into the cellar, where, to prevent their becoming 
ftrong and bitter, they fhould be kept as much from the air 
and moifture as poflible. 

Should the above facts and obfervations prove ufeful to 
farmers, in the cultivation of a root fo highly and generalty 
eiteemed, and fo truly valuabie, as the potatoe, the communi- 
cation of it to the public, through the medium of the Regifter, 
will afford me much fatisfaction. ‘The experiment is eafy, and 
may be tried without riik. 


BEZALEEL LAWRENCE. 
Leominfier, April 2\, 1806. 


-_— -- 


For the MEDICAL ann AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 
On Pruning Fruit Trees. 


DR. ADAMS, 


It is with much pleafure I have noticed in the Regifter 
a number of valuable communications on planting and culti- 
vating fruit trees. So far as it refpects the fitteft feafon for 
pruning, however, I muft take the liberty to differ from your 
correfpondent on that fubject, in your third number. 


‘The great object in the choice of a time for that purpofe is, - 


to hit upon one when the tree will not waffe its fap, and when the 
qwound will heal over the quickef ; in order to attect this, let the 
bufinefs be done in Fune, about two or three days before the 
change of the moon ; at that feafon the ftock where the limb 
is taken off will not emit any more fap than a dry ftick ; but 
the work fhould be done by a careful hand, that the bark may 
not be flarted round the wound. Perhaps it would be beft, if 
the limbs be large, to take them off firft a few inches from 
their infertion into the ftock, then /et the remainder be taken off 
clofe, with a fharp fine faw: when this is done, nature will im- 
meciately begin her operation to effect a cure ; for in four days 
it will be found that a ring or callus of new growth is form- 
ing round the wound, which will grow and heal over fooner 
than if the fame limb had been taken off fifteen months before. 

If any one fhould {mile at the idea of the moon’s having 
any influence in the bufinefs, I would obferve, that the moon 
does certainly affect the fap of the tree as well as the tide of 
the ocean; country people, who are in the practice of peeling 
bark from fareft trees, are well perfuaded of this. As every 
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difcovery in the management of trees is of fome importance, 
it is hoped that the truth of the foregoing obfervations will be 
tefted by experiment. 

oie A Norro_k SUBSCRIBER. 


were mee 


- For the MEDICAL ann AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 
BR. ADAMS, 

‘THE following mode of curing butter I believe was prac- 
tifed firft in the parifh of Udney, in Great Britain. An 
account of it has forme time fince been publifhed in this coun- 
try ; it is, however, yet far from being generally known, and 
many to whom it is known have not paid it that attention 
which the importance of the thing requires; I have therefore 
a wifh it may appear in the Regitter. 


Take two parts of the beft common falt, one part of fugar, 
and one part of faltpetre, beat them up together, and blend 
the whole completely: take one ounce of this compofition for 
every fixteen ounces of butter, work it well into the mafs, and 
clofe it up for ufe. 


The above by fome is ufed in this proportion—/ven ounces of 
falt to four ounces of faltpetre and four cunces of clean fugar. 

The following is the commendation given of this mode of 
practice in the Penn/ylvania Farmer :— 

‘s The butter cured of this mixture appears of a rich mar- 
rowy confiftence and fine color, and never acquires hardnefs 
nor taftes falt 5 it eats as frweet after being kept three years as at 
firft. Qt muft be noted, that butter thus cured requires to 
ftand three weeks or a month before it is fit to be ufed ; if it 
be fooner opened the falts are not perfectly blended with it, 
and fometimes the coolnefs of the nitre will then be perceived, 
which totally difappears afterwards.” ; 


This mixture will not coft more than about one cent by 
the ounce, which is fufficient for curing one pound of butter. 
Country farmers, is not this worthy your attention ? As much 
fo as /weet butter is better and bears a higher price than that 
which is frrong and frowy. Befides, it affords to the dairy- 
woman a /ettled rule, in an operation which, in the way it is 
ufually practifed, is done «without rule or uniformity. 1 cannot 
but think, were people to adopt the mode here recommended, 
they would foon be convinced of the importance of it. Every 
one knows the fuperiority of meat preferved by a proportion 
of faltpetre and fugar with common {falt, and it cannot but be 
expected that the fame fhould be the cafe in refpect to butter. 


A Lover or Goop BuTrTer. 
Suffolk County, May, 1806. 
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Cautions and Directions in Gardening, extracid from “ Mar- 
SHALL’s Gardening.” 


Gardening. —THE management of a garden (fummarily fpeak- 
ing) confifts in attention and application ; the firtt fhould be of 
that wary and provident kind, as not only to do well in the 
prefent, but for the future ; and the latter fhould be of that 
diligent nature as (willingly) “ never to defer that till to-morrow 
which may be done to-day.” Procrattination is of ferious confe- 
quence to gardening ; and neglect of times and feafons will be 
fruitful of difappointment and complaint. It will often hap- 
pen, indeed, that a gardener cannot do what he would; but 
if he does not do what he can, he will be moft juftly blamed, 
and perhaps cenfured by none more than by himfelf. 

Weeding. —W eeding in time ts a’material thing in culture, 
and flirring the ground about plants, as alfo earthing up where 
neceflary, muit be attended to. Breaking the furface will 
keep the foil in health; for when it lies ina hard or bound 
ftate, enriching thawels run off, and the falubrious air cannot 
enter. Weeds exhauft the ftrength of the ground, and if 
they are fuffered to feed and fow themfelves, may be truly 
called (as Mr. Evetyn fpeaks) garden fins. The hand and hoe 
are the inftruments for the purpofe. Digging where the fpade 
can go, between the rows of plants, is a good method of 
deftroying weeds ; and as it cuts off the ftraggling fibres of 
roots, they {trike freth in numerous new fhoots, and are thus 
ftrengthened. Deep Aveing is a good practice, as it gives a 
degree of fertility to the earth. 








MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES. 


PLL Lk 


ARTICLE XV. 


Refult of Meteorological and other Obfervations, for April, 1806 ; 
made at DEERFIELD, PORTSMOUTH, CONCORD, and Bos- 
TON :—For the Medical and Agricultural Regifter. 
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WEATHER. 


ift day, cioudy, fair. 


a) fair, very dry for the feafon; 4th 


3\ and 4th warm, frogs peeped ; 
47 Ba ths’ weiad Bleed ven che 
3 N. E. and blew raw and cold. 


7— commenced a N. E. florm of 


8— rain. 


9— cleared off cold; Concord and 
Port{/mouth a little {fnow. 


40} fair and cold, brifk winds, fome 
11 fqualls; 12th the ice at Town- 
12 ( Jfend,* by a€tual meafurement, 
13] on flreams of running water, 
14) two and an half inches thick. 
15— weather moderated. 

16— warm, no froft laft night, rain; 


ning to plough; Port/m. heavy 
thunder and fharp hyhtning. 
17— cleared off cool. 


18) alternate clouds and funfhine, un- 
19 fettled weather. 


2o— moderate weather, wind S. W. 
21— cloudy ; Deerfield little rain P.M. 
22— moderate rain and cool. 

23— cloudy, fair. 

24 fair, cool and windy, frofly morn- 
25 Ings. 

26 


27 
oat cloudy ; Deerfield fair; fome 
29 fmall fhowers goth. 


3o—— fair and windy. 


cloudy and rain. 








Townfend fome people begin- 
Deerfield, May 1, 1806. 

Of the progres of vegetation.—This is very {mall. ‘The elm, 
willow, maple, and lilack begin to wear the appearance of ver- 
dure, but the apple tree has the fterile afpect of January. The 
weather during the month has been uncommonly cold and 
dry, and the feafon is very backward. 

State of health.—Violent colds are frequent, otherwife it may 
be faid to be as healthy as ufual. 

We have had no /ong continued nor fevere ftorms this month, 
(April.) The 11th was a ftormy, windy day, particularly in 
the afternoon ; we had a little {now in the morning. The 
26th was rainy and fnowy ; the tops of the mountains appear- 
ed white, but very little {now fell in the vallies. 

EP. HOYT. 


Extraéts from public Prints. 


Norrork, (Virg.) May 5.—We believe the oldeft inhabitant 
does not remember fo long a drought; the confequence of 
which, it is feared, will be ruinous to the agriculture, which is 
now injured for want of rain. The great Di/mal Swamp, fo 
called, has been fome weeks on fire, which has extended for 
many miles. We have converfed with fome gentlemen of 
information from that quarter, who affure us that the damage 
already done is moderately eftimated at one hundred thoufand 
dollars. A number of buildings, bridges, and a large quan- 
tity of timber, are confumed ; and the fire yefterday was raging 
in every direction with the greateft violence; without rain 
there is no hope of its ftopping fhort of the entire deftruction 
of all the timber in this great tract of country. ‘The rapidity 
with which our informants ftate the flames to {pread, exceeds 
any thing that cam be defcribed. 


* In Middlefex county, 43 miles N. W. from Bofton. 














POETRY-. 


Extra& of a Letter from a Gentleman at Vincennes, dated March 


28, 1806. 


« A ftrange and very fingular difeafe * is faid to prevail in 
the Illinois counties: it feizes only girls of twelve years of 
age or under, beginning with head-ache and fever, and gene- 
rally terminating in death on the third day. A gentleman of 
Praitie du Rocker is faid to have loft all his daughters. I 


have not heard further particulars.” 


ea 


POETRY. 


PD MS Lh 


Water the moft falutary Liquor. 


[LEARN temp’rance, friends! and hear without difdain 


The choice of water. Thus the Coan fage + 
Opin’d, and thus the learn’d of ev’ry fchool : 
What leaft of foreign principles partakes 

Is beft ; the lighteft then; what bears the touch 
Of fire the leaft, and fooneft mounts in air; 

The moft infipid, the moft void of {mell. 

Such the rude mountain from his horrid fides 
Pours down ; fuch waters in the fandy vale 
Forever boil, alike of winter frofts 

And fummer’s heat fecure. The cryftal ftream, 
Through rocks refounding, or for many a mile 
O’er the chaf’d pebbles hurl’d, yields wholefome, pure, 
And mellow draughts, except when winter thaws, 
And half the mountains melt into the tide. 
Though thirft were e’er fo refolute, avoid 

The fordid lake, and all fuch drowfy floods 

As fill from Lethe Belgia’s flow canals, 

(With reft corrupt, with vegetation green, 
Squalid with generation and the birth 

Of little moniters,) till the pow’r of fire 

Has from profane embraces difengag’d 

The violated lymph. ‘The virgin ftream, 
In boiling, waftes its finer foul in air. 


* May not this be the fame with that which lately geessiles at Medfield, an 


account of which we have in this number of the Regifter ? 
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Nothing like fimple element dilutes 
The food, or gives the chyle * fo foon to flow: 
But where the ftomach, indolent and cold, 
Toys with its duty, animate with wine 
Th’ infipid ftream, though golden Ceres yields 
A more voluptuous, a more f{prightly draughr, 
Perhaps more active: wine unmix’d, and all 
The gluey floods that from the vex’d abyfs 
Of fermentation fpring, with fpirit fraught, 
And furious with intoxicating tire, 
Retard concoétion, and preferve unthaw’d 
The embodi’d mafs. You fee what countlefs years, 
Embalm’d in fiery quintefcence of wine,+ 
The puny wonders of the reptile world, 
The tender rudiments of life, the flim 
Unravellings of minute anatomy, 
Maintain their texture, and unchang’d remain. 

We curfe not wine; the vile excels we blame, 
More fruitful than th’ accumulated board 
Of pain and mifery ; for the fubtle draught 
Faifter and furer {wells the vital tide, 
And with more attive poifon than the floods 
Of groffer crudity convey, pervades 
The far remote meanders of our frame. 


ARMSTRONG. 


* A white, milky fluid, produced by digeftion : it is the nutrimentitious past 

of our food, fined and prepared for entering into the circulation of the blood. 
EpitTar. 

+ The poet here has reference to thofe reptiles, infe€ts, and anatomical pre- 
parations, which, it is well known, being immerfed in {pirits of wine, are pre- 
ferved unchanged for many years; and hence he takes occafion to argue the 
pernicious effedts of {pirituous liquors, taken with food, which, unlefs it undergo 
a change in the ftomach, and be reduced to a fluid ftate, is utterly incapable o€ 
affording fupport or nourifhment to the human body. Epiror. 


PL LL” 


N.B. The communication in our laft number, on the “natural kifory of 
the horfe bec, &c.” afcribed to the Rev. ROWLAND GREEN, jun. was from 
Do&. RowLaAnvd GREEN, jun. which miflake our Readers will be good 
enough to correét. | 


CONDITIONS OF THE REGISTER. 
PusLtrsuep monthly, the laft Wednefday ofevery month} at One Dollar per 
annum, delivered at the office, payable half yearly, in advance. 
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